The mission of American Humane,
as a network of individuals and organizations,
is to prevent cruelty, abuse, neglect, and
exploitation of children and animals and to
assure that their interests and well-being are
fully, effectively, and humanely guaranteed by
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Robert M. Ortega, PhD, MSW, MA, is an associate
professor with the University of Michigan School

of Social Work, where he has been on the faculty
since 1991. He teaches foundation and advanced
interpersonal practice courses and is clinical
consultant to the School of Social Work’s Family
Assessment Clinic. In terms of research, he specializes
in the areas of mental health and child welfare,
relationship development, group work practice,
treatment interventions, and service utilization.

Dr. Ortega has presented and written extensively on
these topics with a special focus on diversity and
multiculturalism in research and practice. He has
published specifically in the areas of mutual aid,
group work practice, multicultural issues in research,
child welfare permanency planning, and family
preservation. He was the principal investigator of the
first national study of Latinos and child welfare, and
co-researcher on the international study of Latino
child well-being. He is currently involved in several
national research projects and organizations focusing
on child welfare, adoption, and child well-being issues.

Uma A. Segal, PhD, is a professor and director of the
baccalaureate program in the School of Social Work
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research fellow position in its Center for International
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refugee concerns, Asian American acculturation, and
cross-national issues in family violence. She currently
serves as editor of the Journal of Immigrant & Refugee
Studies, which she has moved to an international and
interdisciplinary focus.
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of Latino immigrants in the United States, child
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primary investigator on a number of national and
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is a consultant to numerous local and state agencies
and serves on the board of several Latino community-
based organizations. She currently serves as co-editor
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